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The youngsters were joined in their out-

rage by American Legion family members
from Phoenix and throughout the state, who
urged the museum to raise the white flag on
its controversial exhibit. Museum officials
declined the request, adding that to do so
would infringe upon the First Amendment
rights of artists featured in the exhibit.

‘‘We don’t question any citizen’s right to
free speech or freedom of expression,’’ says
James Phillips, commander of The American
Legion Department of Arizona. ‘‘In fact, Le-
gionnaires defend the basic rights and free-
doms of all citizens as outlined in our Con-
stitution and Bill of Rights. But this par-
ticular exhibit was violent and offensive be-
cause it highlights obscenity, oppression and
desecration of our flag.’’

Arizona Post 1 member Pete Montoya and
his son, Fabian, were among the thousands
who visited the exhibit during the early days
of its run. When they observed the flag on
the floor—a veritable doormat for the dis-
illusioned—they were moved to respond. On-
lookers cheered when the father and son
picked up the flag, carefully folded it and re-
moved it.

‘‘I didn’t want anyone stepping on it,’’ 11-
year-old Fabian told reporters at the scene,
Museum curators replaced the flag later that
day.

It was clear the museum had no intention
of either closing or toning down the exhibit.
So Legionnaires and other flag-loving citi-
zens decided to exercise their own First
Amendment rights. At high noon on April 28,
an estimated 2,500 people gathered outside
the museum to express their love and respect
for the U.S. Flag and the ideals it represents.
The occasion was an excellent forum to ex-
plain publicly why a constitutional amend-
ment is the only legal means by which the
flag can be protected from physical abuse.

‘‘We stand firmly with the people of Ari-
zona and across this great land who find this
display of hateful disrespect for the flag
truly objectionable,’’ said retired Army Maj.
Gen. Patrick Brady, board chairman of the
Citizens Flag Alliance, Inc. (CFA). The
Medal of Honor recipient of the Vietnam War
was invited to make remarks at the gather-
ing, along with Arizona Legion leaders and
other CFA activists. ‘‘Most Americans find
this exhibit a slam against the basic values
and respect for institutions most hold dear,’’
he said.

The youngsters from Ms. Clinite’s second-
grade class were among those in attendance
at the Phoenix rally. In an area not known
for its rainfall, misty eyes were common as
the kids recited the Pledge.

‘‘It is heartwarming to know citizens from
every walk of life, every age, creed and color
consider the American flag a symbol to be
cherished, protected and respected,’’ Phillips
said after the rally.

Nor was all of the attention confined to
Phoenix. Many in Kentucky, Minnesota,
Massachusetts and New Jersey opened up
their newspapers that Sunday and saw adver-
tisements about the museum exhibit. The
ads contained information about how their
congressional lawmakers voted on the pro-
posed flag amendment in 1995.

Senators Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., Paul
Wellstone, D-Minn., and John Kerry, D-
Mass., joined with 33 of their Senate col-
leagues to defeat the amendment last De-
cember. Bob Torricelli, D-N.J., was among
the 120 House members who voted against a
similar amendment in June 1995, but that
chamber still passed the amendment by the
required two-thirds vote.

The advertisement included a toll-free
telephone number for readers to call and
comment about the exhibit or discuss how
their lawmakers voted. More than 75 percent
of the callers said they support the amend-
ment and requested more information.

The Phoenix exhibit opened in mid-March
and was set to close in mid-June, a few days
after Flag Day.
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Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on June
16, 1996, our Dade County community lost
one of our most dedicated, respected, and
loved educators, Mrs. Virginia Boone.

Mrs. Boone, a native West Virginian, moved
to Miami in 1951 to further her career in edu-
cation. She taught at Mae Walters Elementary,
and served as an assistant principal at Opa-
Locka Elementary. Because of her outstanding
ability, she was promoted to principal of High-
land Oaks Elementary, while the school was
still under construction.

From the moment Mrs. Boone opened the
doors of the school for the first time, her name
became synonymous with Highland Oaks. She
and her husband, Conway Boone, an attorney,
thought of every student at her school as a
member of her family. Because of her admin-
istrative skill and dedication to her students,
she was named School Administrator of the
Year in 1985 and 1987. While serving as prin-
cipal of Highland Oaks, she also attended the
University of Miami to earn her master’s de-
gree in education.

Mrs. Boone retired after serving as the prin-
cipal of Highland Oaks for 31 years. She was
so loved by the students, parents, and teach-
ers of Highland Oaks that they recently peti-
tioned the Dade County school board to re-
name the school the Virginia A. Boone Ele-
mentary School. It is a fitting honor for this re-
markable person.

Mrs. Virginia Boone was truly a perfect edu-
cator, dedicated to her students and the
Miami-Dade community. I salute the excep-
tional work of Mrs. Boone, and honor her
memory.
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to pay tribute to the parish and school of St.
Stanislaus Kostka which is celebrating its cen-
tennial year of devoted service to the resi-
dents of Brooklyn, NY. As immigrants have
continued to flow into the community, St.
Stanislaus Kostka has been a vital component
in establishing a flourishing neighborhood.

St. Stanislaus Kostka Church and school
have been at the cornerstone of community
revitalization by providing ongoing refuge and
education and by continuing to meet the
needs of a diverse populace.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to rise today to
honor the parish and school of St. Stanislaus
Kostka for its 100 years of contributing end-
less resources and demonstrating tireless
dedication to a community that is an inspira-

tion for all to follow. I ask my colleagues to
join with me in this tribute to St. Stanislaus
Kostka as we celebrate an institution that per-
severes in maintaining community cohesion
and responsiveness to neighborhood needs.
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Mr. PETERSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to inform my colleagues of exactly
how important it is for us to pass health insur-
ance reform now. Many Members of this body,
and policy wonks around this city, are debat-
ing the political implications of passing—or not
passing—the health insurance reform bill now
pending in conference. However, millions of
Americans already know the real tragedy of
failure to pass this bill. Let me provide just one
example.

I recently received a phone call and very
touching letter from a Florida resident, Ms.
Fran White, who currently has health insur-
ance. Only 5 years ago, she was healthy and
maintained an active work schedule of up to
60 hours per week. Unfortunately, she began
experiencing health problems in 1991, and last
year was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis.
She continued her employment, albeit at a
less aggressive pace, as long as possible.
She now is unable to work. That in itself is a
tragedy, but it is equally tragic to learn that
she will now lose her health insurance cov-
erage effective July 1.

She has done everything she can to find an
alternate insurance carrier to cover her. Not
surprisingly, she has yet to find one. The rea-
son for denial is her illness, not her spotless
record of insurance payments. Although her
total medical expenses have peaked at over
$300,000, she has paid all of her out-of-pocket
costs; she has even taken on a personal debt
of over $50,000 to pay for uncovered treat-
ments and services.

Ms. White does not want anything from the
Government. She does not want to turn to
Medicaid. She only wants access to health in-
surance. We have the chance to give her and
the millions of Americas with similar experi-
ences this access by eliminating pre-existing
condition exclusions and making health insur-
ance portable. We are so close.

Mr. Speaker, please, let’s not let this oppor-
tunity fall by the wayside under a cloud of par-
tisan rhetoric. Let’s pass health insurance re-
form now.
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Mr. KLINK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Wampum Borough on its 200th anni-
versary.

Wampum was the first town to be settled in
Lawrence County. It was settled in 1796 by
two Irish brothers, Robert and John Davidson.

The famed steel baron and philanthropist,
Andrew Carnegie had a financial interest in
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